
Welcome!

A Vision for Willis Woods
Public Forum #1
November 18, 2021

The meeting will begin in a few minutes. 
While we wait, please add to the chat your 
favorite place to go for a walk.



Start muted Change your viewUse the chat!Name yourself

WELCOME
Let's get oriented!





A Vision for Willis 
Woods
Public Forum #1

November 18, 2021



Agenda

1. Introductions

2. Background
• Project background

• Existing conditions

• Partners present: What are the opportunities?

3. What do YOU think?

4. Next





Introductions



Project team

Lynnfield: 

Emilie Cademartori, Director 
of Planning & Conservation; 

Jennifer Welter, Planning and 
Conservation staff

Middleton: 

Katrina O’Leary, Town Planner

North Reading: 

Danielle McKnight, Town 
Planner; 

Phil Hertz, Land Utilization 
Committee member

Peabody: 

Brendan Callahan, Assistant 
Director of Planning

Greenbelt, Essex County 
Land Trust: 

Chris LaPointe, Director of 
Land Conservation

Ipswich River Watershed 
Association: 

Patrick Lynch, Director of 
Policy & Planning

MAPC: 

Ella Wise, Senior Land Use 
Planner; 

David Loutzenheiser, Senior 
Transportation Planner



How about you?



To connect to the interactive poll:

If you have your phone nearby, open a new browser window 

and go to pollev.com/mapcpoll

-OR-

If not or if you’re joining by phone, click the link on the chat, 

which will send you to pollev.com/mapcpoll





Project 
Background



What is Willis Woods?

• 600+ acres of forestland along the 
Ipswich River 

• Largest undeveloped area in the 
Ipswich River Watershed, much 
larger than Walden Woods

• Owned by Lynnfield Center Water 
District and Town of Lynnfield

• Until now, has been prohibited from 
public access



What are the new 
opportunities?
What has changed?

• Interest in providing public 
access, including to the 
existing rail bed 



What are the new 
opportunities?
What has changed?

• Interest in providing public 
access, including to the 
existing rail bed 

• Protection of Richardson 
Green, a key parcel adjacent to 
Willis Woods with access to 
Lynnfield’s Main Street



What is “A Vision for Willis Woods”?

Develop a shared vision and action steps for
protecting open space and natural resources and
developing new recreational opportunities at the
confluence of Lynnfield, North Reading, Peabody,
and Middleton.



What is the process?

Assess 
existing 

conditions

Bring 
partners 
together

Reach out to 
the 

community

Develop 
shared vision

Identify 
action steps 
to advance 

vision



Existing 
conditions

Please add questions to the chat, 
and we’ll answer them after the 
presentation.







Existing rail bed



Ipswich River



Existing bridges



Prohibited ATV use

















Partner 
presentations



Lynnfield

Opportunities?

1. Passive Recreation on hundreds of acres for residents/visitors

2. Permanent protection of water resources – watershed protection for Lynnfield Center Water District 
wellfields, as well as surface water users in communities downstream

3. Access to Ipswich River

4. Protection of wildlife corridors, habitat

5. Climate Resilience with preservation of forested acreage

6. Restoration of damaged areas from unauthorized ATV trail use



Lynnfield

How does this build on existing efforts

1. Answers long-published requests from residents for additional open space for passive recreation – Master 
Plan surveys-2002,2018, Open Space & Recreation Plan surveys-1998, 2010,2017

2. Responds to goals of Lynnfield’s MVP (Municipal Vulnerability Plan)

3. Builds on possible “keystone” and formal access through Richardson Green 20-acre parcel if purchased by 
Town of Lynnfield

4. Connects trails within Lynnfield to wider regional network – Peabody, North Reading, Middleton

5. Continues efforts seeking further permanent protection of undeveloped private and municipal properties in 
the Ipswich River Watershed



Peabody
Support Regional Multi-Use Greenway Network Development

• The Independence Greenway acts as the critical link within the region’s 
Border to Boston shared use trail network that links approximately 20 
communities for non-motorized uses including walking, bicycling, and more. 

• Working with Willis Woods project partners advances the larger vision of 
this greenway system connecting with our neighboring communities like 
Middleton, Lynnfield, North Reading, and Essex County trail networks. 

Support Alternative Transportation Resources for the Region

• The development of the region's greenway network will connect residents 
to important commercial, residential, and transportation nodes within the 
region and existing park and recreation facilities. 

• The greenway will serve the regions need for safer and more convenient 
active transportation infrastructure.

Promote Healthy Lifestyle and Open Space Connections

• The development of the greenway will provide the region recreational 
opportunities, promote healthy lifestyle, and connect communities to the 
regions open spaces. 



North Reading

• The western portion of Willis Woods is largely publicly owned land within N. Reading

• This area of Town offers trails and lovely vistas of the Ipswich River

• However, there is no public access

• The Willis Woods project potentially provides access from the east through Lynnfield and Middleton

• The proposed N. Reading Recreational Trail could also provide access via new bridges over the River to Elm 
St/ Rt. 62

• When completed, the Recreational Trail would connect this area to Ipswich River Park and possibly Route 28.



N. Reading Section of Willis Woods

• The western end of Willis Woods is in N. Reading and 
mostly includes publicly owned lands 

• Today, there are no public right of ways into this land 
from N. Reading.

• The proposed N. Reading Recreational Trail is 
considering three options to provide access from Elm 
Street (Route 62).
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Middleton

• Creates incentive to 
expand existing sidewalk 
network

• Boston Street Sidewalk is 
high priority for Town



Middleton

• Small connections have 
big impacts on the larger 
network

• By 2026, newly finished 
trails will allow safe 
pedestrian/bicycling 
across the Northshore 



Ipswich River

• 2021: One of America's Most 
Endangered Rivers® due to overuse 
+ climate crisis

• Who we are: 1,500 members in 
20+ communities on the North 
Shore

• Engaging our leaders at all levels on 
solutions for residents, cities & 
towns & state agencies



Ipswich River

• Upper Ipswich Watershed aka 
"The Headwaters"

• Local leaders maintain free 
public access

• Water Trail navigable from 
Wilmington to Ipswich!

• S. Middleton Dam removal: 
final permitting stages



Greenbelt

• Protect and steward 18,500 acres county-wide

• Purchase and protect “Richardson Green” parcel – 20 
acres

• Create safe, attractive public access there, that could 
connect to larger Willis Woods network



Greenbelt

• Partnership project

• Multiple funding sources



Greenbelt

• Protect woods and river

• Safe, accessible public 
trails

• Expand areas of 
protected land



Questions?



Let's hear 
from YOU!











Small group 
discussion

• What would you like to see considered 
that hasn’t been discussed?

• Anything else?



Next

• Please visit the project webpage to sign up for 
updates:

www.town.lynnfield.ma.us/willis-woods

• Project team will start drafting the Vision Plan, 
including action steps.

http://www.town.lynnfield.ma.us/willis-woods


Thank you


